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Mayor’s Overview of the Council 2008/9
Gordon Hodgson

Mayor of Withernsea

We have over the last year continued to make steady progress with improvements for Withernsea. We have completed the community composting scheme and have extended the fortnightly collection areas to cover 352 households. The recycling credits paid to us by East Riding of Yorkshire Council will return an income to the Town. Whilst currently being run by our outside staff it is designed to be run by volunteers and we would welcome anyone who would be interested in helping run the scheme. 
We have made improvements to our allotments with new fencing and Children and Family Action have a scheme which gives supervised children the opportunity to grow their own vegetables.

The new play equipment at Belvedere Play Park continues to be a great success with the youngsters and plans for more landscaping and park furniture are currently on hold awaiting a funding opportunity. 

Work is almost complete on Southcliff Road toilets; we have painted two bus shelters on Queen Street and Waxholme Road and provided seats in one of the bus shelters, and the corner of Ryecroft Drive/Highfield. The benches on the central promenade were repainted by volunteers and all four approaches to the town have been provided with a flower planter. The ‘Welcome to Withernsea’ signs have also been replaced.
Sadly this year we lost Woolworth’s, but on a positive note the store is not empty and a local business has taken over trading from there. There is also a new skills training centre to be opened shortly which I feel sure is going to be a great asset for Withernsea.  

The Town Council has this year achieved Quality Town Council status; this was due to our Town Clerk’s efforts in pointing us in the right direction and making the necessary improvements over the last couple of years to enable us to achieve this award. Those Councils who have achieved quality status have to demonstrate good governance and effective management, with its members and officers upholding a high standard of conduct. They have to be representative of and actively involved with all parts of their community and demonstrate that they can work effectively with voluntary and community sector groups and to articulate the community’s needs and wishes through effective communication. We can work in partnership with other local authorities and agencies to deliver local services which offer the best value for the local community.
The Town Council continues to arrange a full summer calendar of events in and around Valley Gardens including summer concerts, the Water Safety Day and Raft Race, Tractor Rally, Steam Rally, Summertime Special and events especially for the children. A new events brochure has been produced and has been distributed throughout the town.

I am convinced that the work currently underway between the Town Council, the Regeneration Partnership and other agencies will work in tandem with the requirements identified during consultations for the Town Plan and will result in making Withernsea a better place to live, work and visit.
Councillor Gordon Hodgson. Mayor of Withernsea to May 2009
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Withernsea Town Council
Who are we and what do we do?

Withernsea Town Councillors:

 Cllr. G. Hodgson






Cllr. K. Hardcastle

 Cllr. K Hough






Cllr. Mr J Windas


Cllr. Mrs M. Mead






Cllr. J. Kelly



Cllr. Mrs G. Owens





Cllr. T. Render




Cllr. Mrs A Blake






Cllr. S. Woodruff

Cllr. Mr T. Wright
Staff:
Town Clerk - Mrs Jayne Moxon MILCM, Deputy Clerk – Mrs Kerri-Lynn Dawson.

Admin Assistant Mrs Pat Barton

Outside Workers – Mr T. Grinney, Mr D. Thomas and Mr D. Barr. 

Cleaner - Mrs S. Haxby. Belvedere Play Park Warden – Mr M Armitage

The Town Council own and/or manage:

Valley Gardens




Italian Gardens

Hull Road Cemetery



Hull Road Playing Fields

Annual Garden Competition


Belvedere Playing Field

The Fisherman's Compound


Withernsea Boating Club

Christmas Lights Display



Kirkfield and Hull Road Allotments

Public Conveniences - Southcliff Road

Summertime Special Concert

Tourism Events in the Valley Gardens

Withernsea In Bloom

CCTV





Community Composting Project

The Memorial Gardens Trust - Memorial Gardens, Castle Cafe, Memorial Car Park.

The Town Council contribute to:

The Towns little bus in partnership with East Riding of Yorkshire Council.

The Town Council gave funding to:
DAIWA fishing competition, Holderness Stroke Club, Seaside FM, the HART bus, Water Safety Day, Children with Leukaemia, Withernsea Disability Action Group, Withernsea Meridian Centre, Withernsea High School, Holderness Flood Defence Group.
The Town Council:

Empties over 30 bins throughout the town.

Maintains and cuts grass in public gardens, the cemetery, Millennium Green, St. Matthews Church, Hull Road, and Kirkfield Roundabout.

Maintains 4 bus shelter
Plants and maintains over 20 flowerbeds.

Supplies and waters summer hanging baskets and planters.

Installs and maintains over 30 benches and seats.

Litter picks the cemetery, public gardens and Hull Road corner.

Checks safety of play equipment.

Organises tourist events in the town.

Publicises the town with the distribution of leaflets to the tourist outlets.

Monitors planning applications within the town.

Erects bunting and the Christmas Lights.

Administers the Memorial Gardens Trust.

Liaises with the East Riding of Yorkshire Council in working to improve highway and environmental issues.

Tends two War Memorials.
Runs the Community Composting Scheme
The Town Council liaise with:

East Riding of Yorkshire Council

The Countryside Agency

The Environment Agency

Withernsea and South Holderness Regeneration Partnership

Local Businesses

Schools

National Association of Local Councils

Local Churches

East Riding & North East Lincolnshire Councils Association

Society of Local Council Clerks
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The National Association of Local Councils
The Millennium Green Trust

Humberside & East Yorkshire Tourism Association
Citizens Advice Bureau

SHORES

Integrated Coastal Zone Management

The Local Action Team
Children and Family Action

The Grinders

Withernsea AFC

Withernsea Boating Club

The Scout Association

The Police Liaison Committee
The Primary Care Trust
Local Fishermen & many more.

How to contact us:

Telephone/fax:   01964 614984

Email:  council@withernsea.com  

Website: www.withernseatowncouncil.co.uk

In person at:  The Council Chamber, Municipal Buildings, 243 Queen Street, Withernsea, HU19 2HH.

(Office hours Monday, Wednesday and Friday 11am - 3pm) - or see one of your Councillors.

Reports on external bodies/committees

Withernsea and South Holderness Regeneration Partnership.

Links and relationships have been forged between Withernsea Town Council, local Parish Councils and businesses, East Riding of Yorkshire Council and the Primary Care Trust amongst others.  Community woodland and seafront improvement schemes are underway as are the plans for a new commercial fishing compound and the new Cultural and Enterprise Centre – the Meridian Centre. These schemes take considerable time and will not appear overnight, however it is hoped that by working together these groups and parishes will strive to make major improvements for the future of the South Holderness area.
Jayne Moxon. Town Clerk
East Riding and North East Lincolnshire Local Councils Association.
The District Committee is invaluable in providing the latest up to date guidance and advice on Local Government legislation and associated issues. The guidance it provides ensures that the Town Council continues to operate within boundaries set by legislative procedures.

Councillor Gordon Hodgson

Town War Memorial Clock Trust
In November 2008 the Town Council agreed to become the managing Trustee of the Withernsea Town War Memorial Clock Trust. The object of the Trust is ‘to perpetuate the memory of the armed forces who served in World War II and who died in that cause, by the restoration, preservation and maintenance of the Withernsea Town War Memorial Clock situated in St. Nicholas Church Tower, Withernsea’. Transfer of the Trust is currently underway.

Councillor Gordon Hodgson

East Yorkshire Town Councils Network

The Mayor and the Clerk attend these locally based meetings. They allow the flow of information between Town & Parish Councils and East Riding of Yorkshire Council and other agencies regarding issues which affect local councils throughout the East Riding. They provide the opportunity to develop a wider understanding of local issues and helps open up pathways of communication between Councils and other agencies allowing the Network to have a voice on issues that affect us all. 
Jayne Moxon, Town Clerk

The LeMaistre Trust

The Trust exists to give grants to bodies who meet its criteria, meetings are held as and when applications for grants are received, although there are still funds available, no applications have been received since early in 2007.

Councillor Keith Hardcastle
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The Pop In – Valley Gardens

After the completion of renovation work after the flooding the pop in has been re-opened. There are a few youngsters using the facility on a regular basis which is open each Thursday night, and a few who pop in now and again. Hopefully the summer season will see an increase in numbers
Councillor Keith Hardcastle

The Millennium Green Trust
Meetings are called as required for the Trust, negotiations are on-going with the Town Council which has agreed to take over the responsibility for the Green at which point the existing committee will be disbanded.

Councillor Keith Hardcastle

SHoRES

I attend as Chairman the regular monthly meetings, in addition to one staff meeting per month. SHoRES has now formed three trading arms, all profits from these activities will hopefully keep SHoRES self sufficient. Having got off to a relatively slow start they are now gradually showing a profit.

Councillor Keith Hardcastle

Summertime Special Committee

The committee meets once a month to organise, raise funds and seek sponsorship for the annual Summertime Special Concert & Bike Fest. Various fundraising activities including tombolas and a sponsored walk take place throughout the year. The Summertime Special Concert is held each August and provides a full day of musical entertainment for all the family. Motorbikes from the Holderness HiSiders LoRiders club will be on display along the promenade. This event attracts a large number of visitors to the town and proves to be a great day out for residents and visitors alike. The committee is chaired by Mrs. Beryl Spooner.
Jayne Moxon, Town Clerk.
Withernsea Town Plan

In the first instance a working group was set up and produced a town questionnaire which was distributed to every home in Withernsea. The results were analysed and we produced a leaflet informing people of the results. Presentations were made by members of the team to those who wanted to discuss the results. The top 10 issues identified as a result of the analysis were validated at the discussions and a street survey was undertaken. Before starting to write the plan we decided on the main headings and consulted with local experts, some of which submitted work which will be included in the final document .It must be emphasised that these contributions were in accord with the comments made in the questionnaire, the consultations with local groups and the public.
The draft was duly completed and a series of three public consultations took place to seek views on the draft document. The document was amended to take into account the views expressed. 

The next stage is to produce an action plan and the full document can then be printed and distributed to the public and the partner organisations. The action plan working group has started work on the action plan and the main town plan working group is looking forward to the official launch of the finished document. Of course the production of the document is not the end of the process because the action plan is a working document and the Town Council will be encouraging East Riding of Yorkshire Council and other partner organisations to help deliver the plan for the benefit of Withernsea. This is not to say that the requirements of the action plan may not change, it may be desirable to change our minds as time goes by and it is important to keep the document under review so that changes can be made to it if necessary.
Councillor Kevan Hough

The Neighbourhood Action Team (NAT)

The NAT plans ways of reducing crime, disorder and the misuse of drugs in our area. It is primarily action orientated and may include the planning of awareness events, organising crime prevention publicity or forming a bid to get funding for a project. The meetings are not public forums. I attended NAT meetings in July, September, November and January and during the year issues such as Lee Avenue, anti-social behaviour, underage drinking, criminal damage, Whitethorne Avenue, speeding, youth issues and twilight football have been discussed.

Operation Community Challenge has been run in Withernsea which organised a team to pick up litter, clean graffiti etc. It is supported by all the local organisations such as Withernsea High School, the Police, Fire & Rescue Service, Withernsea Town Council, RAOB, Safer Communities and East Riding of Yorkshire Council Street Scene. An annual crime and antisocial behaviour event was help in September at Withernsea High School. All the partners run an event over 2 days to talk to year 7 students. Other activities organised by NAT include a bicycle safety event, distribution of underage drinking leaflets throughout the villages and a networking event.
Councillor Kevan Hough.

-4-
Police & Partners Community Forum

The forum has been held 4 times so far in June, July September and December. This is a decision making body only in that it refers items for consideration to the next NAT meeting. It is mainly therefore a watching brief.

The forum is open to everyone and the purpose is for the Police and other partners to listen to the views of the 

public, give a report on the current crime scene, agree the main issues which should be taken to the NAT and report back on issues that were raised at the previous meeting. The Chairman is Councillor John Parsons in his 
capacity of Chairman of the Police Authority. The usual attendance is about 10-12 and other parishes represented on a regular basis are Keyingham and Ottringham. Minutes of the meetings are reported back to the Town Council.
Councillor Kevan Hough
Memorial Gardens Trust

The Town Council is the managing Trustee for the Memorial Gardens Trust. The Memorial Gardens provide a place for a lasting memorial to those who died serving their country, along with the object of improving the conditions of life for residents and visitors. The landscaped gardens provide a peaceful and attractive picnic area. Castle Café and the adjacent car park are owned by the Trust, with its main income being generated from the seasonal sale of car parking tickets. This year the income from parking is less than in previous years, however last summer was particularly wet.
Jayne Moxon, Town Clerk

Holderness Hospitals Action Group

Work has taken place with representatives from Hornsea and the outlying villages to retain services at our local hospitals. Various decisions have been made with the result that Hornsea Cottage Hospital is to go, whilst Withernsea will remain. Now that the immediate future of the hospitals has been agreed, the group has ceased regular meetings, though has not been disbanded.

Councillor Marian Mead

Withernsea & District Health Forum

This group was created about 2 years ago with input from the Primary Care Trust. Various organisations and villages have members on the group including representatives from the PCT, the ‘modern matron’, the Disability Action Group, PAGER, the Patient User Group, the Hospital League of Friends, Dr. Blackbourne and Adult Services. Information is shared and discussed and guest speakers are invited to attend. The aim is to maintain and improve health services at local level.
Councillor Marian Mead – Chairman, Withernsea & District Health Forum.

Christmas Lights Committee

The committee exists to organise and raise funds for the Christmas Lighting Display and the Memorial Christmas Tree Service each year. The committee meets monthly from June to January and holds regular fundraising events throughout the year including the Sunday car boot sales in the Italian Gardens, the proceeds of which all go toward the Christmas Lights. In addition to the lights and figurines along Queen Street and, Pier Road, Seaside Road and the Central Promenade, we also provide 36 Christmas trees and the large Memorial Tree outside the municipal buildings.
Councillor Gordon Hodgson, Chairman Christmas Lights Committee.
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Overview of Accounts for year ending 31st March 2009

	
	
	        WITHERNSEA TOWN COUNCIL
	

	
	
	Bank Reconciliation 31st March 2009
	

	 Balance B/fwd at 1 April 2008
	
	
	
	        £

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	General Account
	
	
	
	65,964.55

	
	Future Projects
	
	
	
	36,076.91

	 Add Receipts 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	General Account
	
	
	
	234,653.40

	
	Interest future projects account
	
	
	659.42

	
	 
	
	
	
	
	337,354.28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Deduct Payments
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	206,050.28

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	131,304.00

	Balance at 31st March 2009
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	Reconcile to Bank Account
	
	
	
	

	New projects fund
	
	
	
	
	36,736.33

	Business reserve a/c as per statement
	
	
	105,024.52

	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	-10,593.85

	add uncleared credit
	
	
	
	
	137.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	131,304.00
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	    WITHERNSEA TOWN COUNCIL
	

	
	
	                    Income and Expenditure Account  
	

	
	
	
	   for the year ended 31st March 2009
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Income
	
	
	
	
	2008/9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 £

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	Precept
	
	
	
	
	159582.00

	
	
	Bank Interest incl future projects a/c
	
	3046.45

	
	
	Grants & Donations
	
	
	
	1000.82

	
	
	CCTV
	
	
	
	
	132.22

	
	
	Tourism
	
	
	
	
	1438.27

	
	
	Rents & Licence Fees
	
	
	8771.01

	
	
	Cemetery & Open Spaces
	
	
	16050.50

	
	
	Xmas Lights
	
	
	
	3020.75

	
	
	Memorial Land Trust
	
	
	
	2375.21

	
	
	compost scheme
	
	
	
	860.74

	
	
	Insurance claims
	
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	Other
	
	
	
	
	3624.61

	
	
	Mem trust vat
	
	
	
	807.77

	
	
	Total Income
	
	
	
	200710.35

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Expenditure
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	General Administration
	
	
	69060.09

	
	
	Cemetery & Open Spaces
	
	
	72149.79

	
	
	Cemetery Loan Repayment
	 
	
	
	4481.14

	
	
	Section 137
	
	
	
	1596.00

	
	
	Town Bus Service
	
	
	
	2400.00

	
	
	CCTV
	
	
	
	
	7306.93

	
	
	Play Equipment
	
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	Summer Special
	
	
	
	4562.87

	
	
	Xmas Lights
	
	
	
	8471.22

	
	
	Street Lighting
	
	
	
	139.14

	
	
	Tourism
	
	
	
	
	8186.61

	
	
	Fishing Competition/compound
	
	
	1416.70

	
	
	Withernsea in Bloom
	
	
	
	1982.14

	
	
	Other
	
	
	
	
	1141.42

	
	
	Value Added Tax adj
	
	
	
	0.45

	
	
	Flood defence/recovery
	
	
	4001.52

	
	
	Memorial Trust vat
	
	
	
	163.63

	
	
	Compost Project
	
	
	
	4077.31

	
	
	Total Expenditure
	
	
	191136.96

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Net Income/Expenditure
	
	
	9573.39

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Distribution:-
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Transferred to General Fund
	
	
	9573.39
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